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But all my advice is useless where conviction is want-
ing. Let every Congressman, therefore, weigh all the pros,
and cons, make his definite choice and act accordi-
ngly, irrespective of consequences. He will them have
acted truly even though it may be mistakenly. A thousand
mistakes unconsciously made are better than the most scru-
pulously correct conduct without conviction behind to back
it. It is like a whited sepulchre. Above all we must be
true to ourselves, if we will be true to the country and lead
it to its chosen goal. Let there be no cant about non-
violence. It is not like a garment to be put on and off at
will. Its seat is in the heart, and it must be an inseparable
part of our very being.
Toung India, 12-8-1926

25
NON-RESISTANCE TRUE AND FALSE

America is the house of the inter-racial conflict on a
vast scale. There are earnest men and women in that land
of enterprises who are seeking to solve the difficult problem
along the lines of non-resistance. One such American friend
sends me a paper called The Inquiry which contains an inte-
resting discussion on the doctrine of non-resistance. It con-
sists of instances that might possibly be grouped under non-
resistance. I select three samples:

"A Chinese student related his experience at the State Uni-
versity from which he was about to graduate. His reception there
had been anything but friendly for the most part, although a few
men had gone out of their way to befriend him, one of them even
inviting the Chinese to his home for a week-end. On the other hand,
a fellow student who occupied a room next to his made himself
particularly obnoxious, throwing shoes against his door and indul-
ging in other pranks. The Chinese overheard this student express
horror on finding that an American had taken him home to intro-
duce him to his mother and sister, and immediately he made up
his mind that lie would teach this student to respect him, not for
his own sake, but for the sake of his dear motherland.